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—_ 
‘Wighana wal, ef the Natienal Forces to — 
North Bank of the Rappabanneck—Ho 
the Mevement was Accomplished— Be 
| moval of the Sick and Wéunded. oo 

, | Puraovra, Va., Tuesday, Dec, 18, 1862, 
‘The whole country. will experience a sense of: 
‘relief at the announcement that the Union Army has 
been successfully withdrawn ‘from tts position before 
the tebe! Malakoff at. Fredericksburgh, to “the north 


} 


wounded have been safely removed ; the entire ma- 
teriel of the army saved, and the forces placed in a 
‘position to renew the attack at its leisure, upon a 
more vulnerable point of the enemy. 

The telegraph will have’ already informed you that 
this took place last night, upon a thorough survey of 
the situation of affairs, and by. agreement of all the 
Generais commanding at e Couricil of War held on 
Monday. The order was not given until evening, 


_ | and the movement was not even suspected by the 


troops, who had just arranged their bivouack for the 
night, and laid down upon their arms, when they 
were ordered io fall in and. retire across the bridges 
tothe north bank of the river. It is needléss to say 
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was up) : 

yet there wes no fight.  qev'ehsa nea bana Woning 

very fresti and warm all day from the south and west. 
_At an early hour orders were: sent.10 ‘the various 

Commanders to silently and rapidly ‘withétaw: their 

troOpe Geross the river. as ,s00n. ag it became dark 
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enough, to. do so without being observed and drawing’ _when 


gore ge 

6% P.M. the movement, began. onthe 
t and almost simultaneously on the left ajeo. 
Dirt was strewn across the pontoon bridges, s0-a8 to 
deaden the sound of the artillery as it passed over. 
This précaution, however, was hardly necessary, as 





-@ pele of wind, blowing all night from the direction of 


the enemy toward our own lines, rendered it imposmble 


\ for any sound to reach him from the river. .Bilently, 


_but with steady tread, our infantry continued to press 
over the bridges, the artillery coming in between each 
command. 

A person standing at the river side would not have 
observed that anything unusual was going on. 
stationed myself at the upper crossing, between the 
hours of 4and 6A. M.,.and watched the long, dark 
‘lines of infantry and artillery.as.they filed across tlie 


bridge, and along the base of the hill below the La- 


coy. House. 

’’ As each command came over. they marched to the 
same quarters which they had occupied before break: 
ing camp. 


By Go’clock, Srxzs’ Division of Regulars passed - 


up the bill, and took their way across the slippery 
plain toward their old eheampment. A heavy show- 
er of. rain had fallen about § o’clock, drenching the 
roads, and wetting the poor soldiers to thé skin, 
‘Dwo ‘brigades ‘of infantry, of Gen. Burrzariaip’s 
prps, (the rim); ernomes nee in front ee 


you doing here !—your}Division has crossed the 1 
BR since,” they immeaiately come to a 
‘ing sense of their Sore 
quick for the river. Theelements have 
ingly propitious tothis withdrawal from:the opposite | 


shore. temntmartimbenenta Bac ish memeny j 


breeze has blown re, en aon 
thereby preventing the éemy from hearing the rum. 
bling of the pontoons as column after column was 
put over, and thus discovering our movement. The 
fords are in good condition, and the weather mild and 
balmy. . Let Reaves be praised for the timely succor. 

But litle of note,has. occurred to-day on the lett 
-wing of the army. Skirmishing bas been kept up to 
some extent between our own and the rebel outposis 
on‘the extreme left. Few casualties, however, have 


on our side, Our pickets have continued to. 


hold the advanced positien which ecmetnbes 
Sunday, “t 
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